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What is a world views 
approach?



Session aims

 What is meant by the Worldviews approach?

 Implications for the classroom.

 Examples of how it can be implemented in the classroom (using examples from agreed 
syllabus)



The why?

• Inclusive environment

• Inclusive subject

• Inclusive language

• In line with best practice and contemporary research. 



What is 
meant by a 
world views 
approach?



In practicality

• Institutional worldviews, or as Humanists UK put it: a worldview (which can be religious 
or non-religious) is a group of related beliefs that addresses the 'big' questions in life -
the origins of the universe and us, how we should live our lives and the nature of reality 
(for example, Humanism).

• Personal worldviews, my personal opinion and position on things. 



Implications for the classroom

• How should we treat these with respect?

• ‘What if worldviews oppose mine?’

• ‘What if their worldview is factually wrong’?

• How do we address worldviews in inclusive ways?

• How do we teach about ALL the different worldviews?





Examples of how it can be implemented in the 
classroom (using examples from agreed syllabus)

• Embedded throughout the entire agreed syllabus 

• Personal worldview - Example used in 0.3 and 9.1

• Institutional worldview - Example in any organised worldview unit. 

• Worldviews more generally - Example used in 5.1



0.3 - Where do we belong and what makes it special?
9.1 what are different types of worldviews

Ways to use this to celebrate worldviews:

- Encourages the celebration of both similarities 

and differences

- Begins the process of considering the personal 

component. 

- Age appropriate

Potential pitfalls:

- Prioritising differences over similarities.

- Ignoring how this contributes towards building 

their personal worldview

- Failing to address a lack of inclusivity. 



Example from own practice.



Human experience

• Humans access the world 
differently. 

• As mentioned, some philosophers 
have tried to make sense of this and 
explain this in different ways. 

• Coming up are some ways in which 
you may experience the world.

• Task: Which do you most associate 
with and why?



The Questionnaire

Lets consider where your personal philosophy currently stands?



1: The Rational Agnostic

Says ‘I don’t know’ but lives as if there is no 

God & uses reason

2: The Nihilist

Believes in nothing and sees 

no purpose to life.

3: The Theist

Sees God as the source of our lives and the 

way to make sense of life

4: The Humanist

Takes life as it comes and rejects the idea of 

God. Hopes that science will help human 

happiness

5: The Spiritual Person

Doesn’t look for big answers to life’s 

questions, but relies on personal experience

6: The Alternative Thinker

Influenced by Eastern religious ideas of 

karma and rebirth
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Task

1.Are you surprised by the results of the poll? Give reasons 
for your answer.

2.What factors might have made the answers different? 
(Think about the make-up of this group.)



Takeaways

• Language

• Inclusivity

• Already embedded throughout the agreed syllabus. 

• Supporting British values. 


