2.1 Part 1: Diversity within Islam: What do Muslims believe and how may they live?  
	Suggested questions to explore:
 

	Impact and learning outcomes: 
(intended to enable pupils to achieve end of key stage outcomes) 
	Suggested content: 
(teachers can select alternative content as appropriate)
	Knowledge Statements:


	1. What do Muslims believe about God?

2. What do Muslims believe about Creation?

3. Who was the prophet Muhammed (pbuh)?

4.  What is the Kaaba and why is it special to Muslims?

5.  What is the Quran and why is it important to Muslims? (2 lessons)
	Identify some of the key Muslim
beliefs about Allah.

Know that Muhammad is a Prophet in Islam. He is the final messenger from Allah.

Recognise the significance of the Kaaba and explain why it is important to Muslims.

Explain why the Quran is important to Muslims.

Identify what Muslims might learn from the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). 

Explain how Muslims use the teachings of the Quran to guide their beliefs
and actions.
Consider the guidance given by the Quran to Muslims and think about the rules and guidance that they follow and how they.

Ask questions about
Muslim beliefs and ways of living and consider similarities and differences between own beliefs and ways of living.




 
	1. [bookmark: _Hlk170052053]Recap back to learning from last year and talk to pupils about their ideas of God. What do they think God is like? What does God do? What questions do you have about God? It’s important to acknowledge that not only are some questions about God difficult to answer but not everyone believes in God. Explain that this term we will be learning about the Islamic faith and that followers of Islam are called Muslims.   Introduce Tahwid – the Muslim belief that Allah is the one true God (It may be useful here to link back to previous learning about God in Year 1, again reminding pupils that Christians and Jews also believe in one God).  Show the Arabic calligraphy for God – discuss how the Arabic word for God is “Allah” (it is important to emphasis this is not God’s name, but the word for God and that Muslims do not draw any pictures of Allah or any of the prophets). Introduce Al-Asma-ul-Husna – the 99 names and attributes of Allah.  Explain that Muslims believe that it’s hard to describe Allah with just a few words, so they describe him in 99 ways to help them understand him better (If pupils ask why it’s not 100, it’s because Muslims believe they don’t know everything about God). Look at a couple of the names (refrain from looking at The Creator during this lesson) and discuss what they mean (e.g. 19 - Al-‘Aleem: The All-Knowing) and why it might be important for Allah to have those qualities. Retell the story of Mullah Nasreddin and the tale of the Watermelon and Walnut (there are variations to this story for example Walnut and Pumpkin but the premise is the same) and link to the name Al- Hakeem – The All Wise.   Ask pupils to think about their own thoughts about God.  Do any of their words match what Muslims believe about Allah?

2. Introduce the prophet Ibrahim to pupils (Pupils may know him as Abraham, Ibrahim is the Arabic name), explain that Ibrahim lived in the city of Ur (modern day Iraq) and retell the story of how Ibrahim learnt about Allah.  Explain that Ibrahim wanted to learn more about God/Allah so one day he went for a walk up a mountain and sat at the top for a very long time.  Day turned to night and Ibrahim looked up at the starry sky at night and at a particularly bright star.  When he saw how beautiful the star was he wondered if that could be Allah.  “That must be Allah “said Ibrahim but then the star faded.  Ibrahim said “That can’t be Allah, as he wouldn’t disappear.” He then saw the moon casting a silvery shadow. “That must be Allah” said Ibrahim and he sat looking at the moon for a long time.  However, after a few hours, the moon also disappeared, and Ibrahim realized that the moon couldn’t be Allah.  Ibrahim was disappointed but he continued to sit on the mountain watching the sky.  Morning came and the sun rose. “The sun must be God” thought Ibrahim because it is the biggest and hottest thing in the sky. But when the sun set Ibrahim realised that Allah must be a being far greater than the stars, the moon or the sun and that he was a being that did not disappear, but one that was always the same. He realised that Allah could not be created but was the Creator of everything.   Remind pupils off the 99 names/attributes of Allah. Talk about how Allah is also called “Al Khaliq” The Creator/The Maker. Show pupils the video “Charlie and Blue ask Allah about creation” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCaRkcib2IA.  Pupils to reflect upon how they can be good caretakers of the earth.

3. Recap on what pupils have learnt so far about Islam – this could be put into a class knowledge organiser that you add to each week.  Explain that today we are going to be learning about someone who is very important to Muslims, the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). Many Muslims, but not all, will use the term ‘Peace Be Upon Him’ after saying or writing the Prophet Muhammad’s name. Whilst this is a useful way to introduce the concept of respect, it is not necessary to insist that pupils use the term.  Muhammad (pbuh) was born in Makkah (this is the correct spelling and pronunciation) in Saudi Arabia 570 years after Jesus was born. Explain that just like there are many stories about Jesus that inspire Christians to live a good life, there are also many stories about how the Prophet Muhammad [pbuh] not only loved Allah and was faithful to Him, but also how he tried to always do what he thought Allah wanted. Talk to pupils about how there are many stories about Muhammad’s [pbuh] care for animals and birds which he said were all part of Allah’s creation and deserved to be treated with kindness.  Retell one of the stories to pupils (The prophet and the ants/the crying camel.  What do they think the Prophet was like?  What do the stories tell us about how he thought how Allah’s creations should be treated? 

4. What does the word special mean to the pupils? Discuss. Talk about how we have learnt about how Allah is special to Muslims and that the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) is a special person.  Pupils could think about who is special to them.  Explain today we will be thinking about a place that is special in Islam.  Pupils to think about places that are special to them.  Where is this special place?  Why is it special? Explore answers and if appropriate sort them into different categories. Talk to pupils about what makes a place special in a religion and explore the concept of ‘sacred space’.  Introduce the Kaaba to pupils and talk to pupils about where it is located.  Explain that the Kaaba was built by the Prophet Ibrahim who wished that there was a special place for people to find peace and focus completely on the praise of one true God. The Prophet Ibrahim and his son Ismail worked together to build the Kaaba. It was very hard working in the heat of the desert city of Makkah and they worked as a service to Allah. When they had finished they prayed to Allah that it would be a symbol of peace for all people everywhere.  However, many hundreds of years later in 600AD the Kaaba was damaged in a flood and needed to be rebuilt and whilst lots of people helped, there were also lots of arguments about who should place a special stone back where it belonged.  Show the BBC video to explain how the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) helped diffuse the situation https://www.bbc.co.uk/events/enp5q9/play/p0bscl3s.Talk to pupils about what they know about Muhammad now?  How did he make sure the arguing stopped?  How might people have felt that their special place got damaged?  Pupils reflect again upon their special place, thinking about what they do there, why it is special etc, and think about how they’d feel if it was damaged in anyway, or they couldn’t use it anymore. 

5. Talk to pupils about what the word “Prophet” means. Explain that Muslims believe that Noah, Moses and Jesus were all prophets but regard Muhammad (pbuh) as the last of the prophets and that he was Allah’s special messenger. Discuss what messenger means and how messages might be sent. Talk to pupils about the first revelation of the Qur’an to Muhammad (pbuh) or show the clip at https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0113vpj or BBC Teach https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nw6mibx-cec.  Explain the Quran was revealed over 22 years and it was Muhammad’s friends who scribed the Quran. If possible show pupils a physical copy of the Holy Qur’an, or images from the internet.  Discuss how Muslims have rules as to how to treat the Quran.  Take suggestions from pupils as to what those rules might be.   Explain the etiquettes that need to be observed when Muslims read it (e.g. wash hands, cover head, Holy Qur’an must be respected and not placed on the floor). It is important to note that out of respect hands should be washed before handling the Quran if you are using a physical copy and if the Quran is being stored it must ideally be on a high shelf and somewhere clean.  Talk to pupils about how the Quran has 114 chapters which are called “Surahs” and that the Quran is divided into 30 parts which are equal in length and it is written in Arabic. Explain that Muslims have to learn how to read Arabic (which normally happens when they are children) so that they can recite the Quran.  Some Muslims (including children) memorise the Quran by heart.   Children could reflect about the difficulty this may pose and why Muslims may choose to learn it off by heart.  Looking again at the Quran, talk about how the Quran differs from books the pupils read as it opens from left to right and that Arabic is also read in the same way.  If time permits you could show the following videos to help pupils understand the importance of the Quran and how it should be treated; https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0115flt, What’s in Your Bag – Imam – Rehel https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m001ld4b/whats-in-your-bag-series-1-8-imam.  Recap upon today’s learning about the Quran.  The Quran is a very special book for Muslims. Do pupils have a book that is very special to them? What is it about? Why is it so special? How do they look after it? Pupils to think about what rules they’d have for their special book if they were to lend it to a friend to make sure it is looked after.

6. Share your classroom/school rules with pupils.  Why do we have them?  What do they help us to do?  What would school be like if no one followed the rules? Allow time for pupils to think about rules that they encounter outside of school. Talk about how lots of the rules we follow help us keep ourselves safe and happy and allow us to be kind to others. Remind pupils of the Quran.  What can they remember about it and the rules Muslims follow when handling it?  Remind pupils that the Quran is a very special and sacred book to Muslims.  Why do they think that is?  What might the Quran tell Muslims about?  BBC clips from Pathways to Belief about the Qur’an may be helpful here. https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0114bxh.   Explain that the Quran guides Muslims and tells them how Allah wants them to live their lives – for example it tells them how to treat their parents, friends, strangers, animals, how to pray, what sort of food and drink they can eat and what they can’t.  Discuss some teachings from the Quran and whether these teachings are important for only Muslims or everyone regardless of whether they believe in a God or not;
· Be kind to your parents, particularly in their old age.
· Be honest every day.
· Do not tell lies about other people.
· Be fair and kind towards everyone you meet.
· Do not take advantage of others who are not as fortunate as you.
· Spend your money wisely and help those who need it.
· Be thankful for what you have.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pupils could think about what rules they’d have for others to make sure they lead a good life.  Would they keep some of the ones from the Quran or would they have completely different ones?  Pupils could use this opportunity to reflect upon what they have learnt in this unit about how Muslims believe that they should treat Allah’s creations.
 
	That many Muslims believe in one God (Allah) who they believe created the world.

That the Prophet Ibrahim is an important figure in Islam.

That Muslims believe that Prophet Muhammed is Allah’s last messenger.

That the Kaaba is a special place for Muslims and can be found in Makkah.

That Muslims learn about Allah from the Quran and believe that it is their guide.

That the Quran is written in Arabic and is read in Arabic from left to write and contains 30 chapters.





	
	
	
	Assessment suggestions: 

	
	
	
	Pupils could complete suggested tasks at the end of each lesson which could help pupils consolidate their learning and show their understanding. This will allow teachers to assess against the knowledge statements.

Pupils could complete an initial assessment asking pupils to show what they know about Islam at the start of the unit and then again at the end of the unit to show what they have learnt and understood about Islam.



	Key vocabulary:
	Links to prior knowledge: (Prior knowledge should be discussed at the beginning of the lesson to help pupils make connections and deepen knowledge)
	Links to future units: 


	Allah, Al- Asma ul-Husna, arabic, attributes, created, creator, crescent moon, God, Ibrahim, Islam, Kaaba, Makkah, messenger, Mullah Nasreddin, Muslim, natural world, Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), Quran, rehel, respect, sacred, surah




	1.2 - What do some people say God is like?  How do people that believe in God feel close to God?

1.4 - How can we care for the world? 

	2.3 Part 2: Diversity within Islam: What do Muslims believe and how may they live?
2.5 How do leaders inspire people to lead a good life?  
2.6 Why are holy places special to some people?
4.6 What do Muslims learn about Muhammad? Why is he so special?
5.5 What are the five pillars of Islam and how do Muslims follow them in different ways?
Why is Jerusalem a sacred place to people who follow Abrahamic religions?
6.3. Why is it important for Muslims to fast in Ramadan? How does it impact Muslims’ lives?




